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When the day came for them to be purified as laid down

by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord—observing what
stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first born male
must be consecrated to the Lord—and also to offer sacrifice,
in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair
of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there
was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout
man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit, he came to the
Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what the law required, he took him into his arms
and blessed God: and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as
you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to
enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel’

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the
things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary, his mother, “You see this child: he is destined
for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be

a sign that is rejected—and a sword will pierce your own soul
too—so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare’ ...

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of
girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before
becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and
never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting
and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began

to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord
required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was
filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.

(Luke 2:22-40)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

- According to Jewish Law, after giving birth a woman had
to undergo a purification, which consisted of a ritual
bathing and the offering of a sacrifice. The offering of
turtle doves or pigeons was the offering of the poor.

- Also according to Jewish Law, the first-born male child
of a family was dedicated to God in acknowledgment
that all life comes from God. Mary and Joseph were
devout and observant Jews.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

All four characters in today’s gospel are devout and
observant Jews, faithfully waiting for the fulfillment of the
promises made to Israel. But the time of waiting has come
to an end. In many ways, Simeon’s words are universal,
representing the whole of Israel’s wait: ‘Now Lord, you can
let your servant go in peace .. because my eyes have seen
the salvation which you have prepared for all nations.
Likewise, Anna proclaims to all Jerusalem the identity of
this child. Both point to Jesus as the visitation of God, not
only to those traditionally seen as the people of God but
to all the nations. The salvation brought is universal. Mary’s
‘yes’ to God'’s plan has brought fulfillment of the promise,
but still she is left wondering what that will mean in the
future.

- Do you wonder what it will mean for your future now that
faith in Christ has become a focus of your life?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

- Simeon warns Mary that a sword will pierce her heart.
Have there been painful times in your family? Can you
make sense of those painful times now? Was there
personal growth or strength that resulted from the pain?

-+ Most of us grow to maturity in a human family, which
today may come in many shapes. Reflect on your own
childhood and growth. Looking back, in what ways did
this childhood encourage or discourage faith in God?
Share your reflections with the group.

- What holds families together is a commitment to love
and serve each other in good times and bad. This is what
allows families to grow in maturity and wisdom.

- Recite Simeon’s prayer often this week:

My eyes have seen the salvation which you have
prepared for all the nations.

- Offer assistance to a member of your own or your new
Christian family who may be struggling.
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SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

This feast of the Holy Family is a rather new feast in the
Church’s calendar. It was instituted by Pope Leo XIII
(1878-1903) at a time when the industrial revolution and
other social forces were destructive of family life. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the Christian
family as ‘a communion of persons, a sign and image of
the communion of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit’
(§2205). It calls on society to support and strengthen
families, but it notes that family ties are not absolute. For
the Christian, following Jesus is always the first priority.

- What forces today are destructive of family life?

- What are some of the ways that family life reflects the
creative love of God, the self-sacrificing love of Jesus
and the nurturing love of the Spirit?

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting
Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and
environment

- What activities does your parish community provide
specifically to build families in faith or socially in
community? Are there ways the community seeks to
involve young people in the life of the parish or the
Church? Can catechumens become involved in these?

- Invite participants to bring a family photograph and
place next to a lighted candle as a prayer focus. A
suitable hymn could be ‘World without end’ (GA 428).
Pray for each other’s families and for families who are
struggling. Pray for the family of faith that participants
are preparing to enter. Conclude with the blessing in the
RCIA at §97D.
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