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The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B

GOSPEL
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  

and Doubleday & Company Inc.

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during 
the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem 
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they 
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him 
homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, and enquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ 
they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote,

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea, you are by no 
means the least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you 
will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He 
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, 
and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the 
child,’ he said, ‘and when you have found him, let me know, 
so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to 
what the King had to say, they set out. And there in front of 
them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and 
halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star 
filled them with delight and going into the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they 
did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to 
their own country by a different way.

(Matthew 2:1–12)

DID YOU KNOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

•	 The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘manifestation’ or ‘showing’.

•	 The gifts brought by the Magi (probably astrologers 
from Persia) reveal many things about Jesus. The gold 
signifies his kingship, the frankincense his priestly role, 
and the myrrh suggests the spices and ointment with 
which his body is anointed and wrapped at his death, 
which brought salvation.

•	 You will note from the text that the number of Magi is not 
mentioned. A later tradition developed that there were 
three, probably based on the three gifts, and later still 
they were given names!

•	 In some countries and cultures, gifts are given on this 
feast rather than on Christmas Day.

EXPLORING THE WORD

This is a wonderful story about who recognises Jesus 
and who does not. The Magi are from the East; they are 
not members of the chosen people of God, and yet they 
recognise the signs of a momentous birth and set out 
to find the child. The king of the Jews, Herod, as well 
as the chief priests and scribes, the very people who 
should be looking for the Messiah, have not seen the 
signs. The positive and joyful response of the gentile 
Magi is contrasted with the opposite reaction from those 
who should have known better. The Magi fall in homage 
to a small child in an inconspicuous house. They have 
recognised the divine in the ordinary and bow before 
him as they would a king. In Matthew’s community, many 
were struggling with the fact that the Jews reject the 
proclamation of the Gospel while the Gentiles accept it 
and come to faith in Christ.

•	 Are there people who have acted as your guiding stars in 
your journey towards Christ?

•	 Are there some who have struggled to recognise why 
you have undertaken this journey?

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

•	 They were filled with delight. How do you express your 
delight at having found Jesus?

•	 What gifts do you bring to Christ and the Church?

•	 Gifts establish a special relationship between the 
giver and receiver. We sometimes call them ‘presents’ 
because they somehow make the giver present to the 
one who receives. Often it is the simplest of gifts that are 
treasured because they recall to us someone we love. 
How is Christ ‘present’ to you?

•	 Share a story of a time you searched for something, 
whether it was a physical object, an answer or a purpose. 
Where did the search take you? Did you find what you 
were looking for? Are you still searching?

•	 Give a simple gift to someone this week.

•	 Repeat these words often this week:

We have seen the light of his star 
and have come to adore the Lord.
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SHARING THE TRADITION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 

explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

This feast of the Epiphany originated in the Eastern 
Church and took hold in Rome some time during the 
fourth century. The main focus given to the feast was that 
of celebrating the coming to faith of the Gentiles. Over 
time, the Magi of the Gospel became the three kings of 
folklore and eventually even developed names: Balthasar, 
Melchior and Caspar. These three are often depicted as 
Asian, African and European, representing the three known 
continents of the time. What is important in this later 
development is that it retains the original meaning: that 
Christ came to all nations and is the salvation of all people 
who recognise him.

•	 Tell the stories of people whose road to faith was long or 
difficult, such as Thomas Merton or St Augustine.

•	 You could discuss some of the differences between the 
Church of Rome and the Orthodox churches, noting that 
we have Eastern Rite Catholics in Melbourne.

LIVING THE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting 

Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and 
environment

•	 How does your parish welcome people who arrive as 
strangers, either visitors or newcomers to the area? Is 
there a way that catechumens could become involved in 
a welcoming ministry?

•	 Ask each person to write down a gift they would give to 
the world at this time (e.g. peace, tolerance, compassion, 
healing). Wrap these and place at a crib. Pray that 
the world receives those gifts at this time. You could 
sing ‘Song for Epiphany’ (GA 300). Conclude with the 
blessing in the RCIA at §97G.
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