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3rd Sunday of Advent  
(Gaudete Sunday), Year B 

GOSPEL
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 

Doubleday & Company Inc.

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a 
witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone 
might believe through him. 

He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.

This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are 
you?’, he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I 
am not the Christ.’

‘Well then’, they asked him, ‘are you Elijah?’

‘I am not,’ he said. 

‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, 
‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who 
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’

So John said, ‘I am as Isaiah prophesied—a voice that cries in 
the wilderness: “Make straight a way for the Lord”.’

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put 
this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you 
are not the Christ, and not Elijah and not the Prophet?’ John 
replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among you—
unknown to you—the one who is coming after me; and I am 
not fit to undo his sandal strap.’ This happened at Bethany, 
on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising.

(John 1:6–8, 19–28)

DID YOU KNOW? 
Points of interest and Catholic lore 

•	 In the early years, there was rivalry between the disciples 
of John the Baptist and of Jesus. This gospel makes it 
clear that John does not see himself as a rival to Jesus 
but as a witness to him. It is Jesus who is the one sent 
from God. 

•	 The quote from Isaiah comes from a section of his book 
that is addressed to the people in exile in Babylon in 
the sixth century bc. It is designed to bring comfort, and 
promises that when the paths are made straight, the 
Lord will be revealed.

•	 Bethany, as mentioned in this gospel text, is not 
the same town that was home to Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus. They lived close to Jerusalem, but the Bethany 
mentioned here lies on the east bank of the Jordan 
River.

EXPLORING THE WORD 

In contrast to last week’s text on John the Baptist, this one 
comes from the last of the written gospels. The Gospel of 
John was penned at the very end of the first century. One 
common characteristic, however, is clear: the Baptist is 
again presented as the forerunner. John the Baptist rejects 
all messianic or quasi-messianic titles. He throws human 
expectation into chaos. He claims for himself only the role 
of the ‘voice’ of Isaiah 40, but the evangelist presents him 
as the most reliable of witnesses, ‘Sent by God … to speak 
for the light’. The only other person in John’s Gospel to 
come from God is Jesus himself. Before an audience of 
the leaders of the religion of Israel, John witnesses with an 
authority and a truthfulness that has its source in God.

•	 In what ways can you speak with authority about Jesus?

•	 What truths have you come to recognise about Jesus?

•	 How do you give witness to Christ?

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer 

•	 In what ways can you witness to the light in your life?

•	 What actions are you taking this Advent to make straight 
the path for the Lord?

•	 ‘What have you to say about yourself?’ How might you 
answer this question at this stage in your journey?

•	 Have you ever been asked to be a witness to something 
or someone, or even perhaps to write a reference? How 
did you find that experience? Was it an easy or difficult 
task? Share your experiences with the group.

•	 Meditate on these words of Isaiah this week: 

The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me  
for the Lord has anointed me.  
He sent me to bring good news to the poor,  
to bind up hearts that are broken. 

How can you do this?

•	 John came as a witness to the light of Christ. How does 
this light shine in you? Light a candle each time you pray 
this week.

•	 Bring light to someone’s life this week by a visit, a phone 
call, a gesture …
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 SHARING THE TRADITION 
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 

explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

The Church is inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit, and 
one of the ways we can encounter the work of the Spirit 
is ‘in the witness of saints through whom he manifests 
his holiness and continues the work of salvation’ (CCC, 
§688). From the Church, a believer can ‘learn the example 
of holiness and recognise its models’, especially in ‘the 
spiritual tradition and long history of the saints’ (CCC, 
§2030), who have given witness to Jesus, just as John the 
Baptist did.

•	 Ask the catechumens about their knowledge of the 
saints. Are there particular saints they are familiar with? 
Perhaps your parish bears the name of a saint.

•	 Tell the stories of various saints and the ways they gave 
witness to their faith.

•	 Do you have images of saints in your church or other 
community buildings? Explore these.

•	 If catechumens were to adopt the name of a saint, whom 
would they choose and why? This could be a task to 
research over the coming week.

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES 

Light has become a synonym for Christ, who refers to 
himself as the light of the world (John 8:12). Thus the 
presence of Jesus is often symbolised by a lighted candle. 
This symbolism has a particular resonance during Advent.

LIVING THE WORD 
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting 

Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and 
environment 

•	 In what ways does your community give witness to Jesus 
both by word and action? You could invite one or two 
people from your community to share their experiences 
of giving witness to their faith in their daily life.

•	 Light the third Advent candle. You could use the song 
‘Prepare the way’ (GA 284) again this week. Pray for all 
those who work to bring good news to the poor and who 
bind up hearts that are broken. Conclude with the prayer 
of exorcism in the RCIA at §94H. Alternatively, you could 
use the blessing from today’s second reading, from 
Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians:

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and 
may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul and 
body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has 
called you and he will not fail you.
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