3lst Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to
him, ‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’ Jesus
replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the
one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your
strength. The second is this: You must love your neighbour as
yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. The
scribe said to him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said
is true: that he is one and there is no other. To love him with
all your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and
to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important
than any holocaust or sacrifice. Jesus, seeing how wisely he
had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God!
And after that no one dared to question him any more.

(Mark 12:28-34)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

- The first commandment that Jesus quotes is the great
Jewish prayer known as the Shema (Deuteronomy
6:4-5). Even today, this prayer is recited each morning
and evening by practising Jews.

- In traditional Jewish practice, the Shema is written on
a slip of paper and placed inside the mezuzah, a small
box beside the front doors of Jewish homes. Each
time a person passes through the door, they touch
the mezuzah in a symbolic action of reciting this great
prayer. It is a way of reminding themselves often during
the day of God’s greatness and their obligation to love
him.

- The second commandment quoted by Jesus comes
from Leviticus 19:18. Both commandments are part of the
Torah or Law.

Exploring the Word: A weekly RCIA resource from the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne

EXPLORING THE WORD

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is often in conflict with the leaders
or elite of the Jewish people. This text is quite a contrast.
This scribe came to Jesus to question him, probably
seeking to entrap him in some way. Instead, the scribe
sees that Jesus has a clear understanding of what God
requires of us. The great commandments to love God

and to love your neighbour as yourself summarise all the
requirements of the Law of Moses. The scribe rightly sees
that it is in the actions of loving God and neighbour in our
daily lives that we really respond properly to God’s call.
This is more important than the legalistic requirements of
worship in the temple, with burnt offerings and sacrifices
on the altar. Because of his agreement with the vision

of Jesus, the scribe is declared to be ‘not far from the
kingdom of God'".

- What next step do you think the scribe needs to take to
come close to the kingdom of God?

- In what concrete and observable ways can you put your
love of God and neighbour into practice each day?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

- What for you is the greatest aspect of your faith?
What does it mean to love God with all our heart,
understanding and strength? What does it mean to love
our neighbour as ourselves?

- Reflect on what were the most important rules or
standards in your family when you were growing up. How
have those values influenced what is most important to
you as an adult? Has there been any change in what you
value most? Share your reflections.

- Take on the challenge this week to love God more fully
and your neighbour as yourself!

- Use today’s psalm as an affirmation of faith:

I love you, Lord, my strength,

my rock, my fortress, my saviour.

My God is the rock where | take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.
The Lord is worthy of all praise:

when | call | am saved from my foes.
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SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

NOTES

The scribe who comes to question Jesus is described as
‘not far from the kingdom of God'. The kingdom of God

is often spoken of in the gospels and is clearly a central
part of the teaching of Jesus. God’s kingdom is radically

different from any earthly kingdom since it has to do with

the defeat of sin and death through the salvation won by
Christ for all. Christians believe that the life, death and

resurrection of Jesus inaugurated the kingdom of God.

This changes the way we live every aspect of our lives.
It frees us from fear and self-absorption, and allows the

possibility of love as the defining quality of Christian

behaviour. We only have to look around at our world to see

that this love and peace are not yet realised fully. But the
kingdom of God is in the world, and in us, like a seed in

the ground or leaven in dough, growing and rising, moving
towards the goal of history, when the reign of God will be

complete.

- What signs of the kingdom of God do you detect in the
world?

- What signs of the kingdom of God do you detect in
yourself?

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

This text really gets to the heart of how we must worship
God—by loving him totally and living out that love through

being in right relationship with each other. It is in the

action of our lives that we honour God, rather than in
hollow gestures of piety.

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting
Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and

environment

- In what ways does your parish community act as a sign

of the kingdom of God? How are you ‘leaven’ in your
local community?

- Use a candle and open Scriptures as a focus for prayer.

Pray for the coming of God’s kingdom of love. A suitable

song could be ‘Love is his word’ (GA 462). Conclude
with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94E.
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