Prayer of the Faithful
4th Sunday in Advent 
Presider
God strengthens us through the Gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ. In his name, we make intercession for all who await his mercy.
Reader
We pray for Pope Leo and the bishops of our Church. May their teachings encourage the people of our day to look to the Gospel as the words of eternal life.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for world leaders who proclaim the Christmas message of hope. May their words be put into action for the betterment of their people.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for families where there is division and tension. May the true spirit of Christmas touch their hearts and lead to healing and peace.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those awaiting the birth of a child. May they, like Mary, be filled with wonder at God’s gift of life.
Lord hear us
We pray for …
Lord hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick of our parish and for those who care for them. 
We pray for those who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May they be welcomed to the eternal banquet at the table of the Lord.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider
God of mercy, hear your people as we open our hearts to your words of hope. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

