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GOSPEL
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 

Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something 
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your two 
selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. 
If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: 
the evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain 
any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to 
the community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, 
treat him like a pagan or a tax collector.

I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven.

I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to 
ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be 
there with them.’

(Matthew 18:15–20) 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Points of interest and Catholic lore 

•	 In the ancient world, the testimony of two witnesses was 
needed for any charge to be upheld in a civil or religious 
court. We see many examples of this practice in the 
gospels—for example, John 9:18.

•	 Formal exclusion from the Church is called 
excommunication. Today it is rarely used, but 
through history, many people, even saints, have been 
excommunicated. Galileo was excommunicated during 
the Renaissance for his views on science—later proved 
to be correct. This excommunication was rescinded only 
in recent years. Even Australia’s own St Mary MacKillop 
was once excommunicated!

EXPLORING THE WORD 

The gospel readings for this week and next week come 
from a section of Matthew that deals with ways the 
community might regulate its behaviour. Clearly there were 
some in the group who were behaving in ways that brought 
the community into disrepute and were contrary to the 
teaching of Jesus. The question was how the community 
should confront such issues of human sinfulness and 
help each other in the spirit of love that Jesus professed. 
Matthew recalls the words of Jesus to suggest a way 
forward in this dilemma.

This text comes immediately after the parable of the lost 
sheep, where the shepherd expends all possible effort to 
find the lost one and bring it back to the fold. For Matthew, 
the main point of that parable is the joy that the master 
expresses when the lost one returns.

That point is emphasised in this text when Matthew again 
suggests that all possible effort must be made to correct 
those in the community who err before taking the final 
step of exclusion from the group. Even then, all is not lost, 
and Matthew reminds his community that they should pray 
together and that their prayers will be heard. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer 

•	 Discuss ways in which conflict is dealt with in our society, 
families or workplaces. Try to identify both the positive 
and negative elements we find. How can we handle this 
in a more productive manner?

•	 Have you ever been in the position of being torn 
between ‘turning a blind eye’ to a wrongdoing or 
confronting the culprit? Share your experiences and 
explain what you did to resolve the situation.

•	 One of the greatest prayers about being a peace maker 
is the prayer often associated with St Francis of Assisi:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
O divine master, grant that I may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God
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SHARING THE TRADITION 
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 

explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

The Church has had an ‘up-and-down’ history in the 
way it has dealt with conflict, and in how it has balanced 
the exercise of its legitimate authority with the call to 
announce God’s forgiveness to the world. There have been 
low points, like the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, and high 
points, like the papal apologies of the Jubilee Year.

In recent years, the scandal of sexual abuse by members 
of the clergy and religious has caused the Church to 
re-examine appropriate processes for dealing with such 
wrongdoing by its members. Various statements from the 
popes have highlighted this.

•	 Why isn’t it acceptable to turn a ‘blind eye’ to wrongdoing 
within the Church? In what ways do you think this may 
have undermined the credibility of the Church in the 
modern world? What role have the media played in this? 

•	 You could discuss the modern process employed 
by the Church in dealing with sexual abuse or other 
controversial issues like the Stolen Generation of 
Aboriginal Australians.

•	 Balance this by highlighting some of the truly great works 
done by priests at a local level—for example, Fr Ernie 
Smith’s establishment of Sacred Heart Mission in St 
Kilda, or Fr Chris Riley’s foundation Youth Off the Streets.

•	 There may be local initiatives in your own community 
that could be highlighted as examples of the positive 
action of the Church in the world.

LIVING THE WORD 
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting 

Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and 
environment 

•	 One area of concern within the Church today is the 
exclusion of divorced and remarried Catholics from the 
eucharistic table. It could be useful to discuss the process 
of the Church’s annulment tribunal, and the ways individual 
communities seek to care pastorally for those in this 
difficult situation.

•	 This gospel emphasises the worth of each member 
of the community; we are all interconnected and we 
are all responsible for others. Love and the desire for 
reconciliation should govern our responses, not the 
desire to humiliate or chastise.

•	 When difficulties arise this week, try the approach of this 
gospel: listen, talk things through, try gentle persuasion 
and aim for reconciliation, not accusation.

•	 Use the Scriptures and a candle as a focus for prayer. 
Pray for all those caught up in conflict, whether it be 
political, emotional or spiritual. A suitable song might be 
Psalm 33: ‘Let your mercy be on us’ (GA 31). Conclude 
with the prayer of exorcism the RCIA at §94J.
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