Prayer of the Faithful
1st Sunday in Advent, Year A
Presider
Gathered together in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we open our hearts in prayer for God’s people everywhere.
Reader
We pray for Pope Francis, as leader of our Church, as he continues to encourage us to look to the Gospel as the words of eternal life.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for all peoples of our world, in the words of Isaiah, ‘that nation will not lift up sword against nation’ and that peace will come to us all.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for all agencies that reach out to people in need. May their workers be supported in their efforts to awaken a feeling of self-worth in all those they encounter.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for our faith community. May the spirit of the season of Advent open our hearts to its message of goodwill to each other, especially within families.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for …
Lord hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick of our parish and for all who have asked for our prayers.
We pray for all the faithful departed, especially those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May they now rejoice in the presence of God’s unconditional love.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider
Gracious God, through these prayers, continue to show us the way to your peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

