Exploring the Word
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GOSPEL
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Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece

of level ground where there was a large gathering of his
disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of
Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of
Tyre and Sidon. Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.

Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse
you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son
of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for
then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way
their ancestors treated the prophets.

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your
consolation now.

Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the
way their ancestors treated the false prophets’

(Luke 6:17; 20-26)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

- This text is commonly known as ‘the Beatitudes’, which
derives from the Latin word meaning ‘blessing’..

- Both Matthew and Luke report this famous sermon of
Jesus; however, their reports have slight differences.

- The main difference is that Luke balances the ‘blessings’
with a series of ‘woes’, which are directed at would-be
disciples who are still focusing on the signs of success in
this world.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

Luke carefully describes who is present at this gathering,
which includes the newly formed twelve special friends

of Jesus, as well as many other disciples, and both Jews
and foreigners who come out of curiosity. Although Jesus'
words are meant for all, they are especially addressed to
his disciples.

Luke does not address ‘the poor in spirit’ or ‘those who
hunger and thirst for justice’ as Matthew does. Luke
focuses more on the experiences of those who are literally
poor, hungry and suffering. These people were persecuted
as part of the status quo of their day—and they were

the ones who were open to the new order that Jesus
announced in his preaching of the kingdom. The powerful,
who directed the established order of the day, could not
bear such a challenge to their own position; therefore,
they will ‘drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name
as criminal’ for preaching the new order of God’s kingdom.
This is the challenge that disciples must face.

- Jesus’ words challenge our assumptions of what we
need to be happy and blessed. How do you feel about
this?

- Reflect on what makes you truly happy.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

- What are your ultimate pursuits?
- What would you see reversed in our present order?

- Choose one of the Beatitudes that specifically applies
to you and live it out this week. Alternatively, if you feel
that the ‘woes’ are directed at you, take steps to make
yourself a little less comfortable or switch your attention
to other matters.

+ Remember a time of difficulty or suffering in your
own life. Was there a hidden blessing for you in that
experience? How and when did you come to realise the
blessing that is born from pain? Share your stories.

- This week, repeat the response to the psalm often:

Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
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SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more

NOTES

explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

‘The Beatitudes confront us with decisive choices
concerning earthly goods; they purify our hearts in order

to teach us to love God above all things’ (CCC, §1728).

The Church does not teach that being wealthy is wrong—
in fact, it enshrines the right to own private property.

However, it does teach that wealth should be used

properly. If acquiring wealth becomes an end in itself, then

we have lost sight of what is truly important for our ultimate
salvation—that is, our relationship with and fidelity to God.

If we are fortunate enough to have more wealth than what
we need (not want!), then we are obliged to share our

good fortune with those who do not have enough to even

meet their basic needs.

- Examine the Catechism (§§2443-9) and its teachings on
love for the poor and use of wealth.

- Stress the responsibility that people who possess most

of the earth’s resources must bear, including the people

of Australia. According to St John Chrysostom, ‘Not to
enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from

them and deprive them of life’ (as quoted in CCC, §24486).

- What challenges does sharing wealth present for us in
the developed world?

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

Jesus highlights a new order in this text—one in which

positions will be reversed. Those who are comfortable
and successful, as judged by the standards of the world,

and those who pursue worldly concerns will ultimately be

the ones who lose. Indeed, the kingdom of God will be
for the poor, those who hunger and suffer and those who

continue to confess their faith in Jesus.

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting

Scripture and daily life, with suggestions for music and

environment

- How does your community expend its ‘wealth’? Does
your community encounter any challenges in this

gospel?

- Use images from the developing world as a focus (see

the Caritas Project Compassion material, which should
now be in your parish). Pray for the poor, the hungry

and the suffering of the world; name the places where
such people may live. A suitable song could be Blessed

Are You Poor (GA 492). Conclude with the prayer of

exorcism in the RCIA at §94D, which is adapted to suit
Luke’s version of the Beatitudes.

Exploring the Word: A weekly RCIA resource from the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C



