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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

GOSPEL
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  

and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time of 
distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon will lose its 
brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and 
glory; then too he will send the angels to gather his chosen 
from the four winds, from the ends of the world to the ends 
of heaven.

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow 
supple and its leaves come out, you know that summer is 
near. So with you when you see these things happening: 
know that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly, 
before this generation has passed away all these things will 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the Father.’

(Mark 13:24–32)

DID YOU KNOW? 
Points of interest and Catholic lore 

• The language that Jesus uses here to describe the end 
times is called ‘apocalyptic’. Apocalyptic writing was very 
common and popular from about the second century 
before Jesus’ birth through to the second century 
after his death. The Bible contains many examples of 
this apocalyptic style, such as the Book of Revelation. 
It is a particular literary form, with special rules for 
interpretation, and is perhaps the most misunderstood 
style of writing in the Scriptures. It is highly symbolic and 
should never be read literally.

• The first Christian communities believed that the ‘end 
times’ and Christ’s second coming were imminent. It was 
only after many years, when this did not eventuate, that 
the language of the second coming was tempered.

• It is generally accepted by scholars that Mark’s Gospel 
was the first one written, probably about ad 65–70, thus 
reflecting this belief in the imminent second coming 
of Christ.

EXPLORING THE WORD

Mark’s Gospel is drawing to a close. This is just about the 
last teaching of Jesus to the disciples before entering into 
the momentous events of his final days in Jerusalem. It is 
little wonder that Jesus is concerned that they understand 
something of the end times. Jesus uses the commonly 
accepted language of apocalypse, just as the Book of 
Daniel does in today’s first reading. While this language 
sounds strange to our modern ear, we should not try to 
understand it in any literal or scientific sense. Instead we 
must focus on the message that Jesus is conveying: we 
need to live in anticipation of the end of our own lives and 
of human history. Only God knows when that hour is to be, 
but Jesus makes it clear that it will not take place until the 
gospel has been preached to the ends of the earth. Only 
then can the angels gather in the faithful from ‘the four 
winds, from the ends of the world to the ends of heaven’. 

By his words, Jesus teaches his disciples that they will live 
in the missionary time of the Church. They must spread the 
gospel (see Mark 13:10) and live in anticipation of that time 
when God will once again be Lord of all creation, when 
God’s plan comes to fruition.

• What might the world look like if God were again ‘Lord of 
all creation’?

• Do you ever contemplate your own death? What does 
the promise of eternal life mean to you?

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• What helps you to live in an expectant and watchful way?

• ‘My words will not pass away.’ What words of Jesus stay 
with you most?

• What signs of growth, life, death or change do you see 
around you—in the natural world, your community, your 
family, yourself? Be attentive to change this week.

• In today’s world there are many signs of chaos or 
disorder. What are some of those signs? What are these 
signs indicative of?

• We sometimes experience chaos and disorder in our 
own lives. Reflect on times when you felt things were 
happening around you that you could not control. Share 
your experiences.

• Use the response to the psalm as this week’s prayer:

Keep me safe, O God; 
you are my hope.
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SHARING THE TRADITION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 

explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The Creed states that Jesus ‘will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead’ and that we ‘look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come’. 
These can be very confusing notions for catechumens, 
especially when they become bound up in preconceived 
ideas about heaven and hell, reward and punishment, 
angels and clouds or eternal fire.

• This would be a good opportunity to explore what the 
Church teaches on some of these beliefs. Again the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church provides ample 
material. It will be important to allow openness in the 
dialogue and a chance to ask questions.

• We often hear reports of sects that develop bizarre 
theories or anticipate the end of the world. Such sects 
often read these apocalyptic texts in a literal way. It 
may be useful to discuss the way the Church interprets 
the texts that sometimes form the basis of such sects’ 
actions. Our interpretive tools are very different! You 
could discuss the ‘historical-critical method’ mandated 
by the Church to interpret Scripture. It is this method 
that underpins these commentaries.

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

By using the image of the fig tree as a sign of the coming 
of summer, Jesus is pointing out to his disciples that they 
should keenly observe the world around them. Reading 
the ‘signs of the times’ and responding in faith to changing 
circumstances is one of the tasks of a Christian.

LIVING THE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 

and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community engage in discerning 
the ‘signs of the times’? Are there discussion or prayer 
groups that catechumens could become involved in?

• Use an image or icon of Christ as a focus for prayer. 
Allow time for reflection on the world. Pray for each other 
as you look to the future with hope and expectation. A 
suitable song could be ‘Praise to the Lord, the almighty’ 
(GA 421). Conclude with the prayer of exorcism in the 
RCIA at §94G.

NOTES


